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What Happens After Easter? 
 
When the last egg has been hunted, the 
final slice of honey ham devoured, and 
the rest of the potato salad is encased in 
Tupperware in the fridge… what then? 
The journey we follow from the beginning 
of Lent on Ash Wednesday to this “high 
holy day” of Easter is over. The holiday is 
complete. Here at First Presbyterian 
Church, the Lenten journey this year has 
taken on added weight for at least two 
reasons: we dipped our toes into Lent 
early by reading our way through the 
entire Gospel of Mark, beginning a few 
weeks before Ash Wednesday, AND it 
has been an absolutely brutal winter. The 
National Weather Service of Fairbanks 
just announced that this past winter is officially the coldest on record, with an average temperature of -13F. 
The end of Lent, coming now, also feels like the end of a long, hard winter.  
 
So, what is next? The short answer is, of course, we don’t know! We know that summer is coming, but we 
don’t know what kind of summer we will get. Will it be one remembered for the heat? The smoke? The bugs? 
The rain? The weeks upon weeks of glorious sunlight and moments at the lake, at the park, and out in the wild 
places with friends and family?  
 
In the same way we cannot know for sure what kind of summer weather we will soon experience, neither can 
we predict what God will bring into our lives in the coming season. Despite the popularity of the adage “God 
never gives you anything you can’t handle,” that phrase neither appears in the Bible nor rings fully true to me. 
For one thing, there are plenty of things we encounter, experience, or choose for ourselves that have nothing 
to do with the will of our Heavenly Father! Additionally, we will encounter overwhelming and indeed, impossible 
challenges, which God fully expects us to at the very least ask for help with, if not leave to one side until we 
have what we need to face such an obstacle.  
 
No matter what lies ahead of us, we have promises from Christ Jesus that we can trust, whether the coming 
season brings great trials, wonderful blessings, or some mixture of both, sprinkled with mystery. The promises 
we have from Jesus are the same ones that Jesus spoke to his followers two thousand years ago.  
 
Peace. Jesus repeatedly greeted his disciples with peace, especially after his resurrection. When they were 
afraid of the Romans and the Sanhedrin, and weren’t sure how the Son of God would feel about them 
abandoning him, Jesus said “Peace” to them over and over again. Not peace as the world gives, which is 
fleeting and often fake, Jesus instead gives us lasting peace; peace that passes all understanding. The Peace 
of Jesus Christ brings rest, recuperation, and encouragement in times of turmoil. 
 

~~ From the Pastor ~~ 



Presence. At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus promises to be with us “to the end of the age.” The Greek 
word used here is αἰών, which would directly to translate to “eon” in English. Jesus promised his followers that 
we will have his abiding presence in the midst of our gatherings and by our side as we work our way through 
this world not for a moment, a year, a lifetime, but for an eon. An eon is an astronomical amount of time. Jesus 
remains by our side through the Holy Spirit until we slip through death to greet Jesus bodily, or until Jesus steps 
back into history to wrap up the mortal era of Creation.  
 
Purpose. Matthew ends his Gospel with the Great Commission. Jesus tells us to go and make disciples of all 
nations. Mark ends his Gospel with the Great Silence, telling us to go and tell everyone that Jesus is Risen, just 
in case they haven’t heard the Good News yet! Luke ends his Gospel with… a sequel. But in that sequel, Jesus 
tells his disciples (and us too!) to go and be witnesses who share all that they have seen and heard. John ends 
his Gospel by encouraging his readers to be like Simon Peter: to consider the love that The Lord has for us, 
piling up mercies upon mercies for us, to consider the love that we have for The Lord, and then to go and be a 
little shepherd, who follows The Good Shepherd, caring for all those around us, the way Jesus has already 
cared for us. 
 
Peace, Presence, Purpose. These are only a portion of the rich treasures of the Kingdom of God, for you, the 
People of God!  
 
No matter what the next chapter of life in Alaska brings, trust in these promises, and in the one who speaks to 
us and guarantees these promises with his life, death, and resurrection! 
   

                    
                 ~~Pastor David 







Birthdays 

Charles & Marta Beaudreault 

Stanley & Amy Logan 

Paul & Terry Reichardt 

Norman & Scotty Klann 

Ben & Lynn Hull 

1 Bill Satterberg 

5 Ivory Huffaker 

5 Melissa Logan Mitchell 

6 Paul Bonnell 

9 Isaiah Hull 

12 Anglea Thies 

12 Cora Wietgrefe 

13 Jerry Cleworth 

19 Marty Foster 

19 Sean Williams 

20 Robert Askelin 

23 Stephanie Rozell 

26 Patricia Fink 

29 Merle "Sunny" Fortune III 

30 Rosario Sheets 
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Anniversaries 



What follows is a short summary of the discussions and actions of the Session, at 
the March 17, 2026 Stated Session Meeting, which began at 6:06 pm in the 
Church Conference Room. The minutes of the meeting will contain a more 
complete record. 

 The Meeting was opened with a Devotion and Prayer. 

 Elders spent time in prayer. After making prayer requests known, Elders prayed for those 
needs. 

 Children’s Ministry Director Carina Menaker provided an update on plans for Gospel Lab, a 
family-focused ministry event which has been scheduled for this summer. 

 The vital statistics from February 18th  to March 17th and the minutes of the February 17th 
Stated Session Meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 Church membership remained steady at 152 as of March 17, 2026. The average weekly 
church attendance increased over the last month to 142 per service. Average weekly 
attendance for 2026 year-to-date is 129. 

 Correspondence was received from member Diane Henry. Diane writes a blog, and shared 
several of her posts with Session. 

 A written financial summary was received from Church Treasurer Mikki Holt.  Ruling Elder 
(RE) Paul Reichardt, chair of the Stewardship and Finance Team provided further 
information. Year to date receipts are $93,011 and year to date expenses paid were 
$97,106, resulting in an approximately -$4,095 deficit. 

 Two motions from the Finance & Stewardship Committee were brought to Session, and 
were passed: 

 MOTION: Based on previous Session action, the Stewardship and Finance 
Committee moves that Session amend the “2026 Budget Session Version” by 
incorporating the changes indicated on the 2026 Budget Session version Mar 13 
Draft.  

 MOTION: The Stewardship and Finance Committee moves that Session approve the 
opening of a Schlotfeldt Scholarship savings account at Mt McKinley Bank. 

 A proposal by UAF Student and current Well volunteer Samuel Boling was discussed. The 
proposal is to provide Thursday evening Community Meals in the Fellowship Hall on March 
26th and April 16th, using UAF Student Volunteers. The proposal was discussed and a motion 
to approve as presented was passed, on the provision that FPC associated volunteers be in 
attendance to assist. 

 The Narthex Minitry & Security Plan is in the process of being finalized by Pastor David, and 
Ruling Elders Brian Rozell and Charles Beaudreault. 

 The Moderator of Session, TE David McConnell-Booher called Session to a special meeting 
on Sunday, March 29, 2026 after service, for the purpose of examining prospective 
members.  



 With the loss of two Ruling Elders, the oversight of the Worship and Christian Education 
ministry teams were discussed. Oversight of the Worship Team was assigned to RE Keith 
Nore and Session as a whole will maintain oversight of the Christian Education Team. 

 EPC Teaching Elder Andrew Smith will be preaching on Sunday May 10, 2026, as Pastor 
David will be returning from Presbytery. 

 Session was given information on the upcoming Presbytery Meeting, May 8th to 9th, at 
Sunset Presbyterian Church in Portland Oregon. 

 Session was given information on the upcoming meeting of the General Assembly, June 15th 
to 18th, at Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church in Englewood Colorado. 

 Ruling Elders Brian Rozell, Dave Henry and Emm Snell volunteered to assist with 
communion on Sunday April 5, 2026. 

 Pastor David will be providing snacks for the April Session Meeting. 

 Written and verbal reports were received from Ministry Teams. 

 The Facilities Ministry Team reported that the solar panels are up and producing a portion 
of the electrical needs for the facility. 

 The meeting was adjourned by the Moderator and he led the closing prayer. 

 The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on April 21, 2026 at 6:00 pm, in the Church 
Conference Room. 






