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ARAs Jesus passed along the Sea of Gal:
netintotheséd or t hey were fisher men. And J
make you fish for people. 0 A n(barkil:rme d i
18)

I’'m continually struck by this passage. It’s striking to me perhaps because many times in my
experience in the church I've received the message that being a Christian is all about what a
person believes or about how good their behavior is.

Interestingly enough, Jesus never told the disciples “In order to be my people...in order to be
saved...you must believe such and such.” Neither did Jesus say, “You know, if you're a good
person, you're in.”

Jesussimplysaid, 6 Fol | ow me and |  wasus primamearkesn y o u
was with our relationship to him and that we’d be following him in life. Translated, following

Jesus means doing the things he did, loving people the way he loved them, obeying the Fa-

ther as Jesus obeyed the Father, touching the hurting and broken the way Jesus touched

them, seeking the lost as Jesus sought them, and training future followers as he did. That

seems to be the bottom line. Oh, and one more thing. Jesus said, if we're following him, we'll

be made into fishers of people. In other words, we will develop a burden for those who don’t

know God and we’re reach out to them.

Somehow or another we, in the church, sometimes get the mistaken notion that being a
Christian is about what we get out of it or about “membership benefits.” While | certainly be-
lieve in the importance of benefits and highly value what | get out of my relationship with God,
and | also know the value of membership consider a few differences between membership
and discipleship as typically understood:

AMembership i s about getting; disciple
pleship is about stewardship. Membership is about belonging to a select group with it
leges and prerogatives; discipleship is about changing and shaping lives by the grace
G o dPower Surge: Six Marks of Discipleship for a Changing Church, Michael Foss p. 21)

While church membership really is about following Jesus, we often don’t make the connec-
tion. The marks of a disciple, we could say, are a life marked by regular engagement in pray-
er, worship, scripture, service, witness in word and deed, generous giving, and spiritual
friendship with God and others.
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Jesus called us to be, above all else, his disciples or followers. Are you following Jesus?
What needs to be changed so that you can say with confidence, i1l am t rul y a
sus Christo?

If you'd like to talk about how to take the next step toward following Jesus | would welcome
talking with you. If you are interested in entering into an intentional discipleship growth expe-
rience, let me or Pastor Dave know and we will give you some ideas.

Yours in following after Jesus,
Pastor Andy
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August, 2017

The Salmon hit Claire’s desk with a frozen sounding thud!lt was wrapped in a plastic garbage
bag, but was peaking out the top staring at us with its dead eyes. | estimate it weighed maybe 30
Ibs. We both looked at what was obviously a frozen king salmon on Claire’s desk, and then up to
the 60 ish yr old native gentleman who was standing there holding its tail smiling at us.

“| want to give this to you,” Thus began a really strange hour last Friday afternoon...

To sum up, he wanted to sell us the salmon for some help buying groceries, dry goods, efc...-
Claire had dry goods stored away, several boxes ready to give ‘for such a time as this’, food left
over from the normal Wednesday food box distribution- and so we had a box for him. | politely
declined our need for a fish- wasn’t sure when we’d use it, how long it had been thawing figured
he could probably use it more than we could at the moment. He then asked for ride to his apart-
ment, as he now had a box of food, in addition to a half thawed, slippery King. | gave him a ride
to his basement apartment. And here’s where it got just a little weird and that | wasn't here by ac-
cident.

As | walked into the apartment there wasn'’t a horizontal space that was clear, to set the food box
down. The table, countertop, top of the microwave were littered with dirty dishes and half empty
mugs and cups, - | wasn’t sure what was in them. In the corner was a mattress and an elderly
woman sitting there, and on a chair a man | recognized from the Well. He smiled, | smiled, we
shook hands. | looked around, getting a better lay of the land, when my eyes fell upon the Fridge.

From top to bottom the refrigerator was covered with row upon row of magnets. The same mag-
net. Must've been 50, 80 of them. Heart shaped purple magnets. The same magnet we had on
the refrigerator at the office. “Connect with God & others at First Presbyterian Church, 7th and
Cushman. 452.2406.” And here | was, not particularly wanting to be here, uncertain what | was to
do... but at that moment knowing it was no random accident.

“Will you pray for my mother, and us? You pray in English and then we'll pray in Gwich'in.” |
asked names, and what they wanted to ask of God. And so we prayed... while we prayed, the
man beside me grabbed my hand, and hung on for dear life. The image that came to mind in that
moment was of the death grip Peter undoubtedly had on Jesus, when he was sinking under the
waves after taking his eyes off Jesus, and Jesus reaching out and grabbing Peter before he
sank. The analogy isn't that I'm Jesus... I'm in the water with the guy next to me, and the other
two, drowning - save for Jesus. The analogy was in the sense of desperateness and hanging on
for dear life-ness in the grip he on me. | think his grip was as much a prayer as any words which
were spoken. After the Lord’s prayer in English and



Five

again in Gwich'in, | left and drove back to the church, wondering about what had just taken
place- what it meant, underneath and behind the surface.

The magnets said it all. God, used me to connect these folks to himself and us to each other.
|. Did. Nothing. I had no strategy. | felt awkward. | didn't really want to be there. There was
nothing | could do to fix anything. | didn’t say much, asked a question or two, and listened.
Again, | did nothing. | was simply there holding a desperate hand connecting someone made
in God’s image to his Creator and Redeemer. And that was a privilege. A privilege | oftentimes
miss out on in my hurriedness and busyness of trying to do things for God.

Keep you eyes fixed upon Jesus. Be present. Listen, and Relax. He’s got you.

Grace & Peace,

Pastor Dave
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Daily Lectionary Readings for August 2017

www.pcusa.org/devotions/lectionary/lectionarylist.htm
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tso recent, you will find

Date: Wednesday, September"G

.'T1me 6: 30 8pm
':Place FPC F1r631de Room

." \\

Thank you for all of your prayers for me and our Youth Ministry this summer, especially during
our week of spiritual retreat and local mission!
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@%V’“ER/%}A Over the course of another busy Alaskan summer, we have welcomed
> <. a half dozen new seventh grade students into our group and programs.

= We have gathered at least twice a week to pray, play, and serve togeth-
| // er. We have helped students with tough questions about transitioning

S/ into more challenging stages of life including middle school, high

“— /P school, college, and all the responsibilities and opportunities that come
) with those changes.

We will continue to pursue our life of following Jesus, loving God, and loving neighbor to-
gether as the summer winds down and school starts back up! If your summer was extra
busy and you or your teenager hasn't been to youth group, don't worry: now is the BEST
time of year to jump back in!

Here are some wonderful activities coming up in Youth Ministry:
> Wednesday Hangouts every Wednesday from 1-4pm at church ending August 16.
> Sunday Youth Group every Sunday from 1-4pm
> 30 Hour Famine/Homeless Night Sept 8-9

For more information and to subscribe to regular email and text updates, please contact
me at David.Booher@fpcfairbanks.com
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