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Our VISION is to see the world transformed to love, worship and serve Christ. 

We do this through our MISSION, which is to welcome all people, equip them for a deep and living 
faith in Jesus Christ, and send them into the world to share God’s love. 
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Please Note: 

Session did not meet 

in July.  The next 

scheduled meeting is 

August 19th. 



As August begins it is easy for me to think about all that I have managed to do this summer, but it is even easier to think about all that I 
have not yet accomplished. If you've lived in Fairbanks for more than a year then you understand: Alaskan summers have a uniquely 
manic nature to them. We are fueled by sunshine and flip flops; we are trying to squeeze in as many hikes, float trips, backyard 

barbecues, berry picking trips, fishing sessions, outdoor chores, and evenings in the hammock as life will possibly allow.  

 

Inevitably, as the tiny blooms ascend the length of the fireweed and the "Fair Season" rains fall, we begin to acknowledge that the 
hottest days of summer are behind us, that school will be starting soon, and that we should probably take another look at our list of 

"Summer To-Dos" and start doing some serious triage of priorities. 

 

It's not uncommon to miss folks at church for some, or even all, of summer. We are all in and out of town, and many people have 
special plans like fish camp, family reunions, or jobs with weeks-long commitments to field work. As a pastor, I do not hold this against 
anyone. Fairbanks Summers have a certain sabbatical nature that ought to be regarded and channeled, not resisted and bemoaned. 
Adults are relaxing and using long-saved vacation plans, kids are catching their first grayling or salmon or learning to ride a bike for the 

first time, and all of us are enjoying and glorifying God by playing in His creation.  

 

Whether you've been in church every Sunday or missed nearly every Sunday this summer, may you be blessed with the Peace of 
Christ as you try to organize your priorities and balance the end-of-summer activity lists with impending back-to-school and hunting 
seasons. May you be blessed with enough warm sunny days in the coming months to finish your outdoor projects, to take the hike or 
bike ride you've wanted to take all summer, and to visit Denali or your favorite fishing hole one more time this season. May you be 
blessed with opportunities to share your love for God's creation with neighbors and friends around the campfire and may the Holy Spirit 
stir within you to share the Gospel of the Creator who loves us and redeems us through Christ Jesus. May you be blessed as you 
come through the doors of First Presbyterian Church this month, stepping back into the rhythms of life that drum us through the next 
nine months. Be blessed and know that you are beloved of God the Father, that you have a place in this community of believers, and 
that God has a powerful, beautiful purpose for your life, and that Alaska summers, thanks be to God, are part of that plan.  

   

 ~~Pastor David 
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1 Jim Aldrich 

1 Ava Denton 

1 Andree' Thies 

1 Chris Demers 

3 Angela Adams 

3 Nathan Vander Lugt 

5 Blake Bunch 

7 Greg Young 

9 Kelsey Nore 

9 Bryon Cogley 

10 Linda Armstrong 

13 Mark Albert 

13 Sena Gilbert 

13 Charles Beaudreault 

15 Paul Reichardt 

16 Maggie Hess 

18 Peggy Nicholas 

20 Rick Wagner 

20 Sieg Fink 

20 Savannah VanHarper 

22 Jim Williams 

23 Lauren Bouta 

23 Eli Brovold 

24 Amber Sunderland 

25 Wendy Cogley 

26 Dan Brady 

26 Toby Rozell 

27 Isaac Mackey 

27 Janice Celworth 

28 Savanna Schaefer 

28 Karson Riggs 

30 Marita Bunch 

31 Barbara Nore 

31 Liesl Wietgrefe 

Birthdays 

1 Russ & Rebekah VanderLugt 

5 Ian & Heidi VanHarper 

11 Jerry & Janice Cleworth 

12 Dave & Barbara Moody 

16 Merle & Lillian Fortune 

16 Lonny & Michele Marney 

22 Mark & Shirley Albert 

Anniversaries 




