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Our VISION is to see the world transformed to love, worship and serve Christ. 

We do this through our MISSION, which is to welcome all people, equip them for a deep and living 
faith in Jesus Christ, and send them into the world to share God’s love. 

Meet the Fortune Family! 
Meet Merle and Lillian Fortune and their kids Sarah and Merle III “Sonny”. 

Merle is from Dillingham and Lillian is from Utqiaqvik. They first came to Fair-

banks to visit grandparents in the summers (Lillian) and to attend UAF (Merle) 

in the late 1990s / early 2000s. The family made Fairbanks their permanent 

home 12 years ago. Two things they love about life in Fairbanks are Pioneer 

Park and snow. Merle is an IT Technician and Lillian is a stay home mom. In 

their free time, they enjoy playing music and video games. Instruments played 

include flute, violin, trombone and piano. Sarah’s hidden talent is the ability to 

use a sewing machine. They have 

been members of First Pres for 7 

years (not counting Lillian’s mem-

bership as a youth in 1999). They 

enjoy serving our FPC family, help-

ing with IT and facility (Merle), for-

mer deacon (Lillian) and in the 

youth groups (Sonny and Sarah). 

One thing they really value about 

our FPC family is how welcoming 

the people are. Be sure to reach out 

and say hi when you see them!  

Getting to Know You—Part of the role of the Deacons is to help new members get connected, and to encourage all members 

to get to know each other better. In order to do that, your Deacons have decided to feature different households in our church family 
by sharing a little bit of information about them, so we can all learn a little more about each other. This month we are featuring The 
Fortune family. If you and your family are interested in being featured now, or on a particular month, please let one of our Deacons 
know. We are looking forward to getting to know you all a little bit better!  

Office Closed: 

Wednesday, Dec. 25 

Thursday, Dec. 26 

Wednesday, Jan. 1 



How to Do Advent  

I know it feels like we are almost halfway through December already, but it's never too late to pick up a daily prac-
tice of faith! Advent is a beautiful and important season in the church, but it has to compete with all of the end-of-
year, end-of-semester, and commercial shopping busy-ness that has come to dominate the first few weeks of De-
cember. It is understandable if you've neglected daily Advent devotions in the midst of your hectic life, we have all 
been there.  

My favorite aspect of Advent is its defiance. In a world that de-
mands we stay busy, Advent invites us to be still. In a world that 
loves darkness, Advent lights a candle, inviting us to contem-
plate the light shining in the darkness. In a world that wants us 
to buy our way to happiness, Advent interrupts everything with 
unexpected joy!  

It's no wonder then, that the best representative for Advent is 
John the Baptist. You couldn't find a more defiant figure in all of 
Holy Scripture! When the crowds came to him, he told them to 
repent and to get ready for an even greater prophet than him-
self. When the religious leaders came to him (many of whom 
were professional colleagues of his father and his own kin), he 
called them a brood of vipers and implied that the only reason 
they came was to escape God's wrathful judgment.  

One of the last stories we hear about John is when he is already imprisoned and he sends his disciples to ask Jesus if 
He (Jesus) is really the Messiah, or if they should keep waiting and watching for the Holy One of God to arrive. Most 
people assume that this is John's last great moment of doubt as he lingers in a cell awaiting his death at the hands of 
the tyrant, Herod. But what if John is being defiant one last time? What if John has already faced down his final 
doubts and temptations and, looking upon these loving friends who continue to visit him daily in his cell and call 
themselves his disciples, John insists that they instead go and meet Jesus themselves. When these followers of John 
finally do meet Jesus, they see that "...the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them." [Matthew 11:5]   

Like many of the most captivating stories in Scripture, we don't know what happens next. Presumably, these follow-
ers of John went back to their leader and reported what they had seen for themselves, just as Jesus encouraged 
them to do. But, what happened next? Having been nudged by their own teacher and prophet, did these people join 
up with Jesus' crew and take part in healing many and giving hope and good news to all?   

The Gospel narrative does not say. Instead, the Word of God here challenges us: to look and see what Jesus is up to 
in the world and in our hearts. We are invited to decide if we want to be a part of God's Coming Kingdom and (like 
John) point others to Jesus as well, or to let go and be swept back up into the storms of this world and the whims of 
our human desires.   

May our time in prayer and worship this Advent season give us firm footing above the tumult of this season's chaos. 
May Jesus Christ set you on the firm foundation of faith: defying the world's pull on you. From this firm foothold, 
may you reach out and lift many others up as well.   

~~Pastor David 

~~ From the Pastor ~~ 
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