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Meet the Dreydoppel Family!

Meet Dave and Nancy Dreydoppel. All three of their
adult daughters also attend FPC: Emily (with husband
Adam Kohl and children Nora, Holden and baby #3 due
in May), Lindsey, and Jenna. Dave was a 911 dispatch-
er for UAF and Nancy worked as a music teacher for
the school district - both are now retired. Dave likes

- %

= with the grandchildren. They each moved to Alaska as
children - Dave's dad was a pastor in Bethel, AK and Nan-
cy's dad was in the military. One thing you may not know
about them is that they met at Camp Bingle where Nancy
was a counselor. Dave came out to camp to hang out
with a couple of friends who were also counselors and
the rest is history! They have been members of FPC since the early 80's (Nancy 1980, Dave 1984). The dates are
certain because Dave is currently serving as Clerk of Session, and he looked it up! Nancy serves in Music Ministry,
on the Worship Committee and helps with the Children's Christmas program and VBS. One thing they both love
about FPC are the dear friends they've made over the years. Be sure to say hi when you see them!

Meet the Kohl Family!

Meet Emily and Adam Kohl, and their kids Norah (5 yrs.), Holden (3 yrs.), and Baby
Boy Kohl (due May 2025). Emily is a born and raised North Pole/Fairbanks resident.
Adam first came to Fairbanks with the Army Band in 2009 from Rhode Island. Emily
works as an elementary teacher in the FNSBSD where she has been for 9 years now,
taking a few years off to stay home with kiddos. Adam is a territory representative
for Ecolab, where he has worked for 10 years. In their free time, Emily and Adam love
spending time with their kids, soaking up as much summer as they can, and staying
busy in the winter. Something you may not know about them is, Adam and Emily met
during auditions for FLOT’s The Music Man. Emily auditioned, and Adam was the mu-
sic director. Their wedding song was "Till There Was You" from The Music Man. Emily
has been a member of First Pres since she was a baby. One thing they really value
about our FPC family is the community and family that FPC really is. Be sure to reach
out and say hi when you see them!

Gett'ing to Know You—~rart of the role of the Deacons is to help new members get connected, and to encourage all members to
get to know each other better. In order to do that, your Deacons have decided to feature different households in our church family by
sharing a little bit of information about them, so we can all learn a little more about each other. If you and your family are interested in
being featured now, or on a particular month, please let one of our Deacons know. We are looking forward to getting to know you all a
little bit better!



~~ From the Pastor ~~

February is typically the month that contains some of the church season of Lent. This year, we will not begin Lent until Ash
Wednesday on March 5th. But that just means that we have a little more time to talk about, pray about, and prepare for Lent!

Lent is the 40 days (not counting Sundays) before Easter. Since the early days of the Church, it has been a time to prepare new
followers of Jesus Christ for the sacrament of Baptism and full participation in the Church. It has also been a time for all Christians to
grow deeper in their faith through the disciplines of prayer, fasting, charity, and study of God's Word in scripture.

What a blessed opportunity! What a
wonderful invitation to know our Lord and
Savior, Jesus better and to hear His voice more
clearly! q

With all of that in mind, we are planning \
something special for Lent at FPC this year, and % “‘ﬂ:
we invite you to join us! .\

These last couple years have been a b
season of celebrating all the ways God has built
and rebuilt FPC. We have given thanks for our
transitional pastors' work, and for all the new
growth we have seen under the leadership of
our staff (new and old) and our Session. | believe
that God is now inviting us into a season of
fasting and prayer as we discern the new vision to which The Lord is calling us. This new vision may be a focus on small groups,
neighborhood outreach, advocacy and partnership with a component of our community in great need, or something else God has yet
toreveal.

Your pastor, elders, and staff have been praying about this, and while we do not know precisely what this new vision is yet, we
do know that Jesus is prompting us to go deeper with Him in anticipation of how God will lead us in the coming season in our
congregation.

The Holy Spirit, speaking through Moses and many other Hebrew prophets, called His covenant people to solemn assemblies
and declared fasts to discern God's will for them and to grow deeper in relationship with Him [Exodus 12:16, Joel 1:14]. The early church
fasted and prayed before identifying their next mission and the Apostles who would pursue that mission [Acts 13:1-3], and as the
Apostles identified elders for new churches and how God was calling them to lead [Acts 14:21-23].

Our plan for Lent 2025 at First Presbyterian Church is Prayer, Fasting, and Holy Communion. For the first time in a long time
(maybe ever?), we will be celebrating the sacrament of the Lord's Supper every Sunday during Lent. We are not increasing the
frequency of Communion as a way to increase our piety, rather, we are doing this to gather together around Christ's table every
Sunday and to answer His invitation to know Him better and experience the love and grace of God poured out in a most tangible way.

In addition to this new weekly practice, we will also be publishing a calendar for the season of Lent that includes daily prompts
for prayer or fasting. These will include specific passages of scripture and options that allow for modifications for those who are unable
to fast in specific ways for whatever reason.

As Presbyterians, we value our freedom in Christ, including the freedom from undue burdens that originate from mere church
tradition or human teaching. We look to the primacy of God's Word in scripture when it comes to discerning what is required and
essential for salvation and discipleship, as opposed to what might simply be helpful and optional. These Biblical practices that we are
taking on for Lent are meant to be an invitation from God for our collective good. Not a new, heavy burden. With that in mind, |
encourage you to pray and discern how God is calling you to a Lenten discipline beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 5th.

Lent is not a time for us Christians to feel guilty and sorry for ourselves. Lent is not a time to take on suffering as a grisly
pantomime of Christ's suffering on the cross or the suffering of those who struggle with illness, poverty, and disaster around the world
today. Lent is an invitation to ""Taste and See that The Lord is Good!" [Psalm 34:8]. It is an opportunity to examine our lives and the life of
our church, and to plant our roots more deeply in the Living Water which flows from the heart of our God and King.

Amen, Come Lord Jesus!

~~Pastor David



NOTES FROM NICOLE
First Pres Families,

February is here after the eternity that wos lonuary. Young Adult ministry is cool because this is a
place where we pair zeal with discernment and grow according to how God & leading us as well as
bing firrn with the vision: worship, heoling, solvotion,

In February we are pausing all ‘extra’ events and truly doubling down on what God is doing in our
midst in the Studic. December pushed us into a desire for holiness and now we're pursuing the
presence of God in our worship, In February and at least through March we aren't leaving the
Studio, It's us, the Bible, worship, and prayer, We're going to see whot God does with our zealous
hearts.

"But he would withdrow to a desclote ploce and pray.” Luke 516, ‘We see this often in the gospals,
Jesus would take time aside from doing octive minktry to focus on whot Cod was speaking in His
life. We are doing the some thing. This month we arent doing any extra special events, not doing
partnerships with anything - we're just going to withdraw, every Sunday, with each other and focus.

To increase the fellowship we have with one another o Fellowship Dinner i offered ot 5:30 every
Sunday for all members of Young Adult ministry. it's Mardi Gras so we're sening up cajun dishes,

“Weorship Nights and Fellowship Dinners are for all groups of Young Adult ministry: High Schocl,
College. and Career. As we tuck oursebves oway for a minute let us remember at the cross we can
share anything:
Then come, ket us go up 1o Bethel,
where | will build an altar to Cod,
who onswered me in the day of my distress and
who has been with me wherever | have gone.” Genesls 353

For the good and God,
-MNicole

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Bible Shudy: College and Career, Sundoys @ 400 pmo
Fellowship Dinner: High Schoaol, College, and Career, Sundays @ 530 pm.
Worship: High School, College, and Coreer, Sundoys @ 600 pm

Women's Minisiry Retreal
Hygge and Yap. February 22nd

10:00 a.m. = 4:00 p.m.
College and Career are invited to attend.



Dear First Pres Folks,

During January, we resumed our regular schedule and
started up some brand new things! Climb Middle schoolers
continue to study 1 Samuel, Sunday school kids study being
"light-bringers" and imitators of Christ by praying for
healing, sharing their gifts and following Him carefully
through dark places. Roots kids are delving deeper into the
life of Christ, tackling the context of his ministry and the
risks that come with discipleship.

We began some fun by starting a monthly middle school
girls group. On our first adventure we went for Thai food
and some ice skating. During our table conversation, we
shared why we wanted this time set aside for just girls--
turns out, girls are no quieter and no less energetic, but
they want a space to be understood by their sisters in
Christ, and encouraged in their own ways. We had a blast
skating and everybody got a chance to be heard. The new
skaters had a grand start and those who were more
advanced practiced cheering the rest of us on. We had an
informal vote and decided to meet monthly. What fun!

Middle School Girls event:
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