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Our VISION is to see the world transformed to love, worship and serve Christ. 

We do this through our MISSION, which is to welcome all people, equip them for a deep and living 
faith in Jesus Christ, and send them into the world to share God’s love. 
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Meet the Dreydoppel Family! 

Meet Dave and Nancy Dreydoppel.  All three of their 

adult daughters also attend FPC:  Emily (with husband 

Adam Kohl and children Nora, Holden and baby #3 due 

in May), Lindsey, and Jenna.  Dave was a 911 dispatch-

er for UAF and Nancy worked as a music teacher for 

the school district - both are now retired.  Dave likes 

watching movies and reading while Nancy enjoys garden-

ing in the summer and they both enjoy spending time 

with the grandchildren.  They each moved to Alaska as 

children - Dave's dad was a pastor in Bethel, AK and Nan-

cy's dad was in the military.  One thing you may not know 

about them is that they met at Camp Bingle where Nancy 

was a counselor.  Dave came out to camp to hang out 

with a couple of friends who were also counselors and 

the rest is history!  They have been members of FPC since the early 80's (Nancy 1980, Dave 1984).  The dates are 

certain because Dave is currently serving as Clerk of Session, and he looked it up!  Nancy serves in Music Ministry, 

on the Worship Committee and helps with the Children's Christmas program and VBS.  One thing they both love 

about FPC are the dear friends they've made over the years.  Be sure to say hi when you see them!  

Meet the Kohl Family! 

Meet Emily and Adam Kohl, and their kids Norah (5 yrs.), Holden (3 yrs.), and Baby 

Boy Kohl (due May 2025). Emily is a born and raised North Pole/Fairbanks resident. 

Adam first came to Fairbanks with the Army Band in 2009 from Rhode Island. Emily 

works as an elementary teacher in the FNSBSD where she has been for 9 years now, 

taking a few years off to stay home with kiddos. Adam is a territory representative 

for Ecolab, where he has worked for 10 years. In their free time, Emily and Adam love 

spending time with their kids, soaking up as much summer as they can, and staying 

busy in the winter. Something you may not know about them is, Adam and Emily met 

during auditions for FLOT’s The Music Man. Emily auditioned, and Adam was the mu-

sic director. Their wedding song was "Till There Was You" from The Music Man. Emily 

has been a member of First Pres since she was a baby. One thing they really value 

about our FPC family is the community and family that FPC really is. Be sure to reach 

out and say hi when you see them!  

Getting to Know You—Part of the role of the Deacons is to help new members get connected, and to encourage all members to 

get to know each other better. In order to do that, your Deacons have decided to feature different households in our church family by 
sharing a little bit of information about them, so we can all learn a little more about each other. If you and your family are interested in 
being featured now, or on a particular month, please let one of our Deacons know. We are looking forward to getting to know you all a 
little bit better!  



 February is typically the month that contains some of the church season of Lent. This year, we will not begin Lent until Ash 
Wednesday on March 5th. But that just means that we have a little more time to talk about, pray about, and prepare for Lent!  
 Lent is the 40 days (not counting Sundays) before Easter. Since the early days of the Church, it has been a time to prepare new 
followers of Jesus Christ for the sacrament of Baptism and full participation in the Church. It has also been a time for all Christians to 
grow deeper in their faith through the disciplines of prayer, fasting, charity, and study of God's Word in scripture.  
 What a blessed opportunity! What a 
wonderful invitation to know our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus better and to hear His voice more 
clearly!  
 With all of that in mind, we are planning 
something special for Lent at FPC this year, and 
we invite you to join us!  
 These last couple years have been a 
season of celebrating all the ways God has built 
and rebuilt FPC. We have given thanks for our 
transitional pastors' work, and for all the new 
growth we have seen under the leadership of 
our staff (new and old) and our Session. I believe 
that God is now inviting us into a season of 
fasting and prayer as we discern the new vision to which The Lord is calling us. This new vision may be a focus on small groups, 
neighborhood outreach, advocacy and partnership with a component of our community in great need, or something else God has yet 
to reveal.  
 Your pastor, elders, and staff have been praying about this, and while we do not know precisely what this new vision is yet, we 
do know that Jesus is prompting us to go deeper with Him in anticipation of how God will lead us in the coming season in our 
congregation.  
 The Holy Spirit, speaking through Moses and many other Hebrew prophets, called His covenant people to solemn assemblies 
and declared fasts to discern God's will for them and to grow deeper in relationship with Him [Exodus 12:16, Joel 1:14]. The early church 
fasted and prayed before identifying their next mission and the Apostles who would pursue that mission [Acts 13:1-3], and as the 
Apostles identified elders for new churches and how God was calling them to lead [Acts 14:21-23]. 
 Our plan for Lent 2025 at First Presbyterian Church is Prayer, Fasting, and Holy Communion. For the first time in a long time 
(maybe ever?), we will be celebrating the sacrament of the Lord's Supper every Sunday during Lent. We are not increasing the 
frequency of Communion as a way to increase our piety, rather, we are doing this to gather together around Christ's table every 
Sunday and to answer His invitation to know Him better and experience the love and grace of God poured out in a most tangible way. 
 In addition to this new weekly practice, we will also be publishing a calendar for the season of Lent that includes daily prompts 
for prayer or fasting. These will include specific passages of scripture and options that allow for modifications for those who are unable 
to fast in specific ways for whatever reason. 
 As Presbyterians, we value our freedom in Christ, including the freedom from undue burdens that originate from mere church 
tradition or human teaching. We look to the primacy of God's Word in scripture when it comes to discerning what is required and 
essential for salvation and discipleship, as opposed to what might simply be helpful and optional. These Biblical practices that we are 
taking on for Lent are meant to be an invitation from God for our collective good. Not a new, heavy burden. With that in mind, I 
encourage you to pray and discern how God is calling you to a Lenten discipline beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 5th. 
 Lent is not a time for us Christians to feel guilty and sorry for ourselves. Lent is not a time to take on suffering as a grisly 
pantomime of Christ's suffering on the cross or the suffering of those who struggle with illness, poverty, and disaster around the world 
today. Lent is an invitation to "Taste and See that The Lord is Good!" [Psalm 34:8]. It is an opportunity to examine our lives and the life of 
our church, and to plant our roots more deeply in the Living Water which flows from the heart of our God and King.  
 Amen, Come Lord Jesus! 
             ~~Pastor David 

~~ From the Pastor ~~ 







1 Sarah Morris 

2 Danny Sheets 

4 Chloe Albert 

7 Russ Vander Lugt 

7 Hayden Masterson 

7 Esmeralda Sheets 

8 Henry Hull 

8 Diane Henry 

9 Austin Foster 

12 Samuel Craft 

13 David Jones 

13 Molly DeLeon 

15 Autumn Vander Lugt 

15 Lily Sunderland 

17 Christina Repasky 

19 Ellucia Boswell 

20 Lonny Marney 

24 Dale Feist 

26 Merle Fortune II 

When we think about holidays in February, we usually think 
of Valentine's day (14th), President’s day (17th), or maybe 
Groundhog day (2nd).  

But did you know that February 27th is 
International Polar Bear day?  Or that 
February is National Bird-feeding Month? 

February is also home to the week of 
Random Acts of Kindness (February 9-15) and a day of 
Random Acts of Kindness on the 17th.  So, even if you’re 
not into all the hearts and chocolate, you still have an 
excuse to make someone smile this month with a random 
act of kindness! 




