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Our VISION is to see the world transformed to love, worship and serve Christ. 

We do this through our MISSION, which is to welcome all people, equip them for a deep and living 
faith in Jesus Christ, and send them into the world to share God’s love. 
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February brings many blessings: a massive increase in sunshine, (typically) warmer weather, and of course, Lent!  

 

Lent sits in an awkward place for many of us. For those of us who didn't grow up with 
Lent as a tradition, we're still not sure exactly what it's all about. Others in our 
church family did grow up with it, but maybe only remember it being about fasting and 

frowning or solemn assemblies.  

 

Put simply, Lent is the 40 days (not counting Sundays) before Easter. It is meant to be a 
time for Christians to reflect and prepare for the great celebration of Christ's resurrection 
from the dead at Easter and to grow deeper in our discipleship. Some Christians fast by 
giving up sweets or caffeine or alcohol. Some Christians take on a spiritual discipline like 
reading scripture, praying, writing letters to loved ones, or giving to charity. I encourage 

you to consider how God is calling you to practice Lent.  

 

One way that God is calling FPC this Lenten season is deeper into evangelism: sharing 
the Good News of what Jesus has done and continues to do in the world and in our 
lives. One thing that I am asking every household at FPC to do, is to invite a neighbor/
coworker/friend from outside the Church (the whole Church, not just FPC!) to join you in 

a simple act of hospitality and fellowship.  

 

We are kicking off this Lenten Call for our church with a potluck on Sunday, February 

22nd that will also feature some board games and an opportunity to learn those games!  

 

If you're unsure about how to go about doing evangelism, try these easy steps: 

1) Identify the person to whom you feel God is calling you to pray and share your faith. 

2) Pray for that person every day. It can just be for a couple minutes once a day. Ask God to give you the right opportunity and the 

right words when the time comes. 

3) Invite that person. This could be dinner at your house. Lunch at their favorite spot. Coffee or tea at a local cafe. See if there's a quick 

card game or board game they'd like to play together at this meeting. 

4) Make it clear that you feel blessed by God to have them in your life. Express gratitude for what their presence in your life brings.  

5) Ask if there's anything in their life that you can be praying for, or if they have any questions about Christianity, The Bible, or church. 

6) Don't try to force them to come to church or accept Christ as Lord, simply let them know that you are grateful for their presence in 
your life and that you are hoping to discuss more than just the weather. If this is an opportunity to go deeper, the Holy Spirit will make 

it clear. 

7) Afterward, continue to pray for this person. Patiently wait and see how God works in their life. Follow up with them a week or two 

later and see if they're interested in meeting again. 

 

I guess what I'm saying is: "Preach the Gospel, Use Board Games if Necessary." 

 

This Lent, God is calling us to know our neighbors, love our neighbors, and share the Gospel with our neighbors. This doesn't mean to 
hand them tracts, or shout until they repent, or force awkward conversations. It means to extend hospitality to them, to listen to their life, 
to notice where your life and their life intersect, and to share about how God is at work in both your life and their life. When we do this, 

God will honor our effort and many seeds of Christ's Gospel will be planted!    

                    
                 ~~Pastor David 

~~ From the Pastor ~~ 
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2 Danny Sheets 

4 Chloe Albert 

7 Russ Vander Lugt 

7 Hayden Masterson 

7 Esmeralda Sheets 

8 Henry Hull 

8 Diane Henry 

9 Austin Foster 

12 Samuel Craft 

13 David Jones 

13 Molly DeLeon 

15 Autumn Vander Lugt 

15 Lily Sunderland 

17 Christina Repasky 

19 Ellucia Boswell 

20 Lonny Marney 

24 Dale Feist 

26 Merle Furtune II 
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What follows is a short summary of the discussions and actions 
of the Session, at the January 28, 2026 Stated Session Meeting, 
which began at 6:05 pm in the Church Conference Room. The 
minutes of the meeting will contain a more complete record. 

 

 The Meeting was opened with a Devotion and Prayer. 

 Elders spent time in prayer. After making prayer requests known, Elders prayed for those needs. 

 The vital statistics from December 17th  to January 20th and the minutes of the December 16th 
Stated Session Meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 Correspondence was received from our Presbytery and a group of Teaching Elders from the 
Denomination, with information about an Ad Interim Committee which is at work and will provide 
its results at General Assembly this Summer. 

 The Consent Calendar was presenting and approved; which included approval of membership 
transfer to FPC for Steve and Julie Hurtle and approval of vacation leave for Pastor David on 
February 6th and 8th.  

 A financial summary was received from Church Treasurer Mikki Holt and Ruling Elder (RE) Paul 
Reichardt, chair of the Stewardship and Finance Team. For the 2025 Budget, the deficit has 
increased due to a short-fall in unrealized pledges. Spending for 2025 remained at expected levels. 

 Church Treasurer Mikki Holt notified that she would be remaining in the position until August 2026 
at the latest. 

 Church membership increased by two to 153 as of January 20, 2026. The average weekly church 
attendance decreased over the last month to 130 per service. Average weekly attendance for 2025 
Year-end was 151 per service. 

 Director of Children’s Ministry Carina Menaker provided possible plans for Vacation Bible School, 
scheduled for June 7-10, 2026. 

 The date of the Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting and Annual Corporation Meeting was set for 
February 15, 2026, after morning worship. The proposed agenda for the meeting was reviewed and 
approved. The deadline for Annual Reports to be submitted by Session Chairpersons was set for 
February 3, 2026. 

 The position of Clerk of Session is up for re-election in January of each year. It was moved, 
seconded and passed to re-elect David Dreydoppel as Clerk of Session for the remainder of 2026. 

 RE’s David Henry and Paul Reichardt volunteered to assist with communion on February 1, 2026. 

 It was passed to approve serving Communion on each Sunday of the upcoming Lenten Season. 

 Discussions on the 2026 Budget continued. At this point, the number of pledges remains down 
from last year, resulting in projected income which will be less than what was expected. Amounts 
in the budgetary restricted funds were realigned to better reflect the church’s financial policy. 



 The final version of the 2026 Budget was presented and approved, with and amendment to the 
overall deficit, lowering to $-6,385 with the release of $10,00 in the church plant restricted fund to 
the General Fund. 

 Session determined that Quarterly Financial Reports will be provided to the congregation, in verbal 
and written formats directly to the congregation, in the bulletin and the newsletter. 

 Session was urged to update and review written reports prior to each Session Meeting. 

 Pastor David presented plans for a “Board Game Potluck” immediately after morning worship on 
February 22nd as a kickoff to the Lenten Season. 

 Written reports were received from Ministry Teams. 

 The meeting was adjourned by the Moderator and RE Brian Rozell led the closing prayer. 

 The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on February 17, 2026 at 6:00 pm, in the Church 
Conference Room. 






