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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

A Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting will 

take place on Sunday, February 11 

(immediately after worship service).  Annual 

Reports Booklets are located outside the 

sanctuary. 

 

Love 
Is 

God’s  
Creation 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
Beloved, let us love one another, for 

love is from God, and whoever has 

been born of God and knows God.   

                                        1 John 4:7 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Wednesday, February 14 

7pm 

Church Sanctuary 

In Recognition of The President’s Holiday,  
the Front Office Will Be Closed on Monday, February 19 



 

 

 

 

 

The First Light Newsletter is published 

monthly by the Fairbanks First Presbyterian 

Church.  To submit an article, please email to 

Marta by the 25th of the month. 

 

Pastor David McConnell-Booher 
david.booher@fpcfairbanks.com 

 
Carina Menaker 

Director Children Ministry 
carinainthesnow@hotmail.com 

 
Nicole Matthews 

Director Youth and Young Adult   
Ministry 

Nicole.maloy1@gmail.com 
 

Marta Conner 
Office Manager 

marta.conner@fpcfairbanks.com 
 

Paul Bonnell 
Sound and Support Technician 

pbrbonnell@gmail.com 
 

Peggy Nicholas 
Nursery Attendant 

trinicholas09@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 1 Sarah Morris 

2 Danny Sheets 

4 Chloe Albert 

7 Russ Vander Lugt 

7 Hayden Masterson 

7 Esmeralda Sheets 

8 Henry Hull 

8 Diane Henry 

9 Austin Foster 

12 Samuel Craft 

13 David Jones 

15 Autumn Vander Lugt 

15 Lily Sunderland 

17 Christina Repasky 

19 Ellucia Boswell 

20 Lonny Marney 

24 Dale Feist 

26 Merle Fortune II 

Altar Flowers 

It’s a wonderful way to get to know one another as we celebrate, grieve, or    
remember special dates together with our friends?  If you would like to make a 
flower request, please place your request on the Flower Altar Log on the       
bulletin board (in the lobby), or contact Sarah Albert or Marta Conner (front 
desk) for assistance. 

 



Ash Wednesday, Valentine’s Day, and Lent 
  
Calendars are strange, and they only get 
stranger as more and more cultures merge or 
contribute and share with one another. The    
calendar that we use borrows from ancient   
Jewish, Roman, Norse, Germanic, and other   
cultures. Our date for Easter is determined by 
finding the first Sunday after the first full moon 
after the spring equinox. We are 
merging the solar and lunar    
calendars, and the process is   
influenced by the original      
Jewish calendar for determining 
the dates of the Passover        
Festival (which you will recall 
was happening during Jesus’ Last 
Supper, arrest, crucifixion, and 
Resurrection). 
  
But this month we have another 
strange clash in our calendar. Valentine’s Day 
and Ash Wednesday are both February 14th.   
Valentine the saint, for whom the holiday draws 
its name, has little bearing on our culture’s     
celebration of the day. Valentinus lived over 
1800 years ago and was a martyr who cared for 
persecuted Christians in central Italy before   
himself being martyred. Today, Valentine’s Day 
at its best is a celebration of both friendly and 
romantic love and an opportunity for giving gifts 
and sharing notes that express love, affection, 
and appreciation for the people who love us 
while Valentine’s Day at its worst is a celebration 
of everything broken in our culture’s views of 
sexuality: lust, insincerity, commercialism, and 
unwarranted obligation. 
  
Ash Wednesday stands in stark contrast. Ash 
Wednesday is a foretaste of the death to come: 
both the humiliating and scandalous death of 
Jesus Christ on the cross, but also the death that 
each and every one of us must face at the end of 

our mortal lives. It is an echo of the humble cry 
of Abraham before God Himself when Abraham 
declares “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to 
the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes (Genesis 
18:27).” It is a reminder that for all the glory and 
eternal goodness that awaits those who are in 
Christ when we have joined Him in the           
Resurrection, there is still much pain, suffering, 
and yes, death in each day of our life on earth. 

We do not apply ashes to the 
foreheads of only the oldest or 
most sickly members of our 
congregation. We apply them 
to each and every brother and 
sister in Christ; I still remember 
my first time leading an Ash 
Wednesday service and    
marking the forehead of my 
dear friend’s newborn son and 
saying the words “Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust 

you shall return.” 
  
As somber as Ash Wednesday is, it is not meant 

to be a day devoid of hope or love. Quite the  

opposite, in fact! The full truth of Ash     

Wednesday is that we are sinners doomed to 

die, yes. But we are sinners with a savior: a    

Savior who enters into the very core of our life, 

the ashy pit of our soul. Christ became fully    

human so that we might have a Savior, a God 

who fully knows us at our best, and especially at 

our worst. Jesus Christ loves us enough to sit in 

the ashes with us, to suffer with us, to weep 

with us, and finally to die for us. The full truth of 

Ash Wednesday is that we are but dust, and to 

dust we shall return. But dust is what God   

started with (Genesis 1:26-2:7), and we know 

that God makes wonderful things from dust! 
 

Pastor David ~~~ 







 
Prayer and Support Time 
All are welcome for a time to intercede 
for our world, nation, community, 
church family and friends, each Tuesday, 
beginning at 12:15p 
 

Life Study Group 
Lead by Paul and Terry Reichardt, each 
Thursday from 6:30-8:30p, a light dinner 
is provided.   
 

Food Boxes Distribution 
Food Boxes are distributed each 
Wednesday.  To make a request, please 
call the church’s front office on   
Wednesdays mornings, 10am-12pm.  
Pickup is form 1:30-4pm 
 

Al-Anon Meetings 
FPC Library, Mondays and Fridays, 
12:15-2pm 
 
Ways To Give 
In Person  worship service, office visit 
Mail  547 7th Avenue 
  Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Online  fairbanksfirstpres.com 
 

Our VISION is to 
se 

wel- come all 
people, equip them 

for a deep and 
living faith in Jesus 

 

Our VISION is to see the world      
transformed to love, worship and 

serve Christ. 
 

We do this through our MISSION, 
which is to welcome all people, equip 

them for a deep and living faith in    
Jesus Christ, and send them into the 

world to share God’s love. 


