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Wow! I’ve only been your pastor for 12 days, 

but what a wonderful whirlwind it has been 

already! Thank you to everyone who            

attended the worship service and reception 

for my ordination and installation,  it was a 

truly beautiful and powerful worship service 

where the Holy Spirit was tangibly present 

and God was honored and glorified. I was 

humbled and encouraged to be blessed by so 

many elders, pastors, and leaders (and all the 

kids during the Children’s Sermon that     

morning!) Your presence, support, gifts, and 

encouragement have been overwhelming and 

I cannot hope to ever fully express my       

gratitude for that.   

 

Since that evening almost two weeks ago, I 

have moderated my first Session meeting, 

met with many church members, leaders, and 

sisters and brothers in Christ who have   

questions, concerns, dreams, and ideas. I 

want to meet with you too! Your pastor’s door 

is open to you. But if you’d prefer to meet with 

me over a coffee, or come over for dinner with 

Brenna and I (and at least a few dogs), or have 

us over to your place for dinner, do not      

hesitate to reach out. I am awed when I look 

back and see all that God has done for us as a 

church. I am inspired when I look forward and 

see all that God is doing with First            

Presbyterian Church today and tomorrow!  

 

Pastor David McConnell-Booher 

From Pastor David’s Desk 

A New Sermon Series 
Starting Sunday, June 4, we will be starting a new sermon    

series that will take us through the summer season. We will be     
looking at the narrative arc that runs across all of  scripture, 
but in a way that emphasizes what might not already know 

about the Bible, and what we can confidently take from    
Scripture and apply in our daily lives. Our congregation is made 

up of all sorts of folks, from new  Christians and little ones all 
the way up to biblical scholars who know more about scripture 

than any pastor in town! I hope that these  sermons will give 
each of us fresh insights into God’s Word, as well as invitations 
to dive deeper into Scripture and how we can utilize it today.  

 



 

 

 

What follows is a short summary of the decisions and actions of the Session, at the May 
23, 2023 Stated Session Meeting, which began at 6:00 pm in the Church Conference 
Room. The minutes of the meeting will contain a more complete record. 

 Moderator McConnell-Booher presented a devotion from a book entitled: Beyond Words by 
Frederick Buechner. He then opened the meeting with prayer. 

 Those in attendance recited the Vision and Mission Statements. 

 The agenda was approved as presented. 

 Elders spent time in prayer. After making prayer requests known, elders prayed for those needs. 

 Minutes from the last Stated Session meeting and vital statistics from the last month were        
reviewed and approved as presented. 

 There were no correspondence received. 

 It was moved, seconded and passed to approve Consent Calendar items, which included the     
approval of the Deacons April 25, 2023 Meeting and approving the transfer of membership of TE 
David McConnell-Booher from FPC to the Presbytery of the Pacific Northwest. 

 A written financial report was received from the church treasurer. 

 Session discussed methods of streamlining administrative workflow and records sharing. A  
training workshop for church leaders is scheduled for June 10, 2023 from 10:00 am to noon. 

 Because of the dates scheduled for General Assembly, it was moved, seconded and passed to   
reschedule the 2023 June Stated Session Meeting from June 20, 2023 to Monday June 26, 2023. 

 It was moved, seconded and passed to examine new officer candidates at the June 26, 2023    
Session Meeting. 

 New officer candidate training will be scheduled and facilitated by Pastor David. 

 It was moved, seconded and passed to approve the agenda for the June 4, 2023 Congregational 
meeting. 

 Ruling Elder Brian Sunderland presented a verbal and written report on the recent Presbytery 
Meeting. 

 Session received a verbal report from the Vision Team for our GO Center revitalization process. 

           (continued on next page) 

 



(continued from previous page) 

 Written and verbal Ministry Team Reports were received. 

 Vacation Bible School has been scheduled for June 26th through 30th. 

 The Finance Team brought the following recommended changes to the 2023 Budget; update the 
budget to reflect accurately the line items for the Senior Pastor for the remaining 7 months of the 
year; close out the line items for the Transitional Pastor; and refund the line item for the          
Sabbatical Fund at $1,800 for 2023. It was moved, seconded and passed to approve the            
recommended changes. 

 The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Moderator McConnell-Booher. 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on June 26, 2023 at 6:00 pm, in the Church Conference 

Room. 

 

 

1 Kyle Vanhatten 

1 Mya Perkins 

1 Richard Halfhill 

1 Eileen Griggs 

2 David McConnell-Booher 

2 Amy Richards-Wiegers 

3 Aaro Mackey 

3 Henry Morris 

4 Ellie Hull 

7 Roland Trapper 

8 Steve Beene 

9 Kathleen Fagre 

9 Benaniah Vander Lugt 

10 Carla Lundberg 

14 John Waddell 

16 Lillian Ahsoak Fortune 

16 Kyle Sunderland 

20 Katherine Lubowicki 

24 Sarah Rozell 

24 Liam Brewer 

25 Sarah Fortune 

25 Ezra Mackey 

27 George Bowder 

28 Sara Williams 

28 Jim Fuller 

29 Jacob Rozell 

30 Taylor Young 

30  Kyle Lundberg 

Happy JUNE Birthdays 

May Your Day Be Filled With Happiness, 
Love, and Endless Blessings! 
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Altar  
Flowers 

If you would like to   
donate flowers in 
memory of/or in    

honor of a love one, 
please log your          

request(s) on the    
sign-up sheet (see   

bulletin board in the 
hallway).  There are many available spots for 
the upcoming months. Flowers are $40 per 

vase.   Checks should be made payable to First 
Presbyterian Church.  Please make sure to     
include your name on the sign-up sheet.  

 

Does First Presbyterian Church 
have your correct home address, 

telephone, contact number, 
email address on file? Not sure? 
If you haven’t been receiving the 

weekly  announcements and 
monthly newsletter via email, we 

probably don’t have it or           
information on file needs to be 

updated.   

If this pertains to you, please 
contact the front office            
(452-2406) or email at  

marta.conner@fpcfairbanks.com 
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Men-In-Action   

 The group meets for lunch 
on Monday's at 11:45 in 
the Narthex at FPC.  We 
meet for fellowship, to   

discuss the previous      
Sunday's sermon and to   

discuss upcoming 
events.  Bring a lunch and 

come join us.  For more   
information contact         

Jim Aldrich  

907-378-2582 or 

 jwaldrich@gmail.com. 

Food Boxes Distributions   

In partnership with the Fairbanks 
Food Bank, food boxes  are      

distributed each Wednesday at 
the church.  To request food   

boxes, please call the church’s 
front office (907-452-2406) on 

Wednesday mornings,            
10am-12pm 

Our Vision is to see the world 
transformed to love,  worship 

and serve Christ. 

We do this through our Mis-
sion, which is to welcome all 

people, equip them for a deep 
and living faith in Jesus Christ, 
and send them into the world 

to share God’s love. 

mailto:jwaldrich@gmail.com


The monthly calendar is created each month by Joanne Klaver.  
If you would like a copy of the calendar mailed to you, please 

contact the front office. 
 

Prayer Time, Tuesday, 12:15PM   

 All are invited to prayer time each Tuesday in the     sanctuary.  
This is a time for us to intercede for our world, nation, communi-

ty, and our church family and friends.  All are welcome!  

Prayer Calendar 


