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Our VISION is to see the world transformed to love, worship and serve Christ. 
We do this through our MISSION, which is to welcome all people, equip them for a deep and 

living faith in Jesus Christ, and send them into the world to share God’s love. 



"Go Do Stuff With Jesus" 

 Today (the 28th of May in the year of our Lord, 2026) First Pres hosted a small luncheon for individuals and 
churches interested in hearing about our solar panel project and the process that took us from identifying the need all the 
way to installing them and enjoying their benefits. At the end of the luncheon, someone thanked me (not that I had much 

to do with it) and said "I love that you're a church that does stuff! A church that tries new things!"  

 For all the old jokes about Presbyterians hating change (How many of us does it take to change a light bulb?), we 
really can (and do!) try new things around here, and people are noticing! This past Sunday, as I preached on 
"Translating Jesus," I recounted a modern-day parable often used by Tony Campolo among others: where a town de-
cides to host a 5k, but when the starting gun fires, no one is actually running the race, but instead forming committees to 
talk about how to manage and improve the race, or giving thanks for the opportunity to be running the race, or critiquing 
others about their form and stride without taking a step themselves. This is a serious danger when it comes following Je-
sus: that we spend more time contemplating the ideas, organizations, and feelings around following Jesus than we do, 
actually loving, listening to, and obeying Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives! When Jesus called you, he said "Come and 
follow me." Perhaps this could be translated as "Let's go do stuff!" Depending on your circumstances, that "Stuff" can 
look like many things: meeting neighbors, helping folks tackle yard projects, tutoring at the local school, volunteering at 
the Food Bank, writing letters to congress, giving swim lessons, or helping teens at church write job applications. The list 

is literally endless! 

 One way to step out in faith and follow Jesus by trying new things is to sign up for Gospel Lab here at church in 
just over a week! We will be studying scripture, worshipping, praying, learning and actively following Jesus every evening 
of Gospel Lab! The idea for Gospel Lab was to break up the old routines of VBS as we've been doing it for decades: to 
change the time to allow more adults to attend, to refocus the teaching and activities for people of all ages, and to reform 
the way we gather and learn so that fresh perspectives might inspire us to follow Jesus more closely and love God with 

every muscle fiber and heart string! 

 Over the years at FPC, I have been blessed to give an enthusiastic "YES!" countless times when a student asks 
if they can serve the church in a new way, or have the youth group try a new activity or service project. I have been 
blessed to say "Yes, let's try that!" to proposals for new songs and worship styles, or community outreach events, or so-
lar panels. I am glad that we are developing a reputation as a church that lives out its faith to Jesus Christ by taking big 
swings and trying new things. Our Lord Jesus is someone who loves us, who gives Himself to save us, who takes our 
hand and invites us to consider how we can step up and love our community with real, tangible actions that bring about 

the Good News of Jesus Christ and invite His Kingdom a little bit closer.      ~Pastor David 







Birthdays 
June 

1  Kyle Vanhatten 
1  Mya Perkins 
1  Richard Halfhill 
1  Eileen Griggs 
2  David McConnell-Booher 
2  Amy Richards-Wiegers 
3  Aaro Mackey 
3  Henry Morris 
4  Ellie Hull 
8  Steve Beene 
9  Kathleen Fagre 
9  Benaniah Vander Lugt 
10  Carla Lundberg 
16  Lillian Ahsoak Fortune 
16  Kyle Sunderland 
20  Katherine Lubowicki 
24  Sarah Rozell 
24  Liam Brewer 
25  Sarah Fortune 
25  Ezra Mackey 
27  George Bowder 
29  Alice Weber 
29  Jacob Rozell 
30  Kyle Lundberg 

Anniversaries 
5  David & Brenna McConnell-Booher 
7  Debby & Marty Foster 
13  George & Wanda Bowder 
14  Bob & Michelle VanHatten 
17  Emily and Kohl 
30  Victor & Denise Wallace 



What follows is a short summary of the discussions and actions of the Session, 
at the May 19, 2026 Stated Session Meeting, which began at 6:08 pm in the 
Church Conference Room. The minutes of the meeting will contain a more 
complete record. 
 
 The Meeting was opened with a Devotion and Prayer. 

 A written financial summary was received from Church Treasurer Mikki Holt. Mikki was in attendance to provide 
information and answer any questions. Year to date receipts have been $291,098 and year to date expenses paid 

are $193,468, resulting in an approximately $97,630 surplus.  

 Elders spent time in prayer. After making prayer requests known, Elders prayed for those needs. 

 The vital statistics from April 22nd  to May 19th and the minutes of the April 21st Stated Session Meeting, May 3rd 
Special Session Meeting, and May 12th Special Session Meeting were reviewed and approved. There were no email 

votes were conducted over the last month. 

 Church membership increased from 161 as of April 23rd to 166 with the reception of 5 new members. The average 
weekly church attendance over the last month was 147 per service. Average weekly attendance for 2026 year-to-

date is 144. 

 Minutes of the February 24,2026 Deacons meeting were reviewed. 

 Correspondence was received from former Ruling Elder Bill Satterberg, and from Genesiss Presbyterian Church 

(EPC) 

 A motion from the Stewardship & Finance Committee was discussed and passed: 

 MOTION: The Stewardship and Finance Committee moves that the Designated Gifts/Restricted Fund proposals for 
Youth Mission Trip, Women’s Retreat, Silver Tea, Schlotfeldt Scholarship, Deacons’ Fund, and Staff Appreciation be 

adopted and the related processes be implemented. 

 Session also discussed the funding of the Schlotfeldt Scholarship fund and Seminary Expense Reserve Fund. No 
motions resulted from the discussion. The discussion centered around finding a method of increasing the earnings of 

the Seminary Fund. 

 Three new prospective members were examined by Session. It was moved and passed that Rick Halfhill, Theresa 
LaMagna, and Lee Aeo were approved for membership, and that they be welcomed into the congregation at a date 

to be determined. 

 A weekend at Bingle Camp was discussed. There is the possibility of having an event on a Saturday & Sunday, to 
include worship were discussed. An alternative proposal of a Friday evening and Saturday event was discussed as a 
better alternative. The second alternative would allow for a Sunday morning Worship Service at FPC. Further 

research into cost and a possible work party is being conducted. 

 It was moved and passed that the June Stated Session Meeting be rescheduled to June 30th and the July Session 

meeting will be cancelled. 

 It was  moved and passed that the Summer Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting be held on Sunday, June 28th, 

after morning worship. 

 Ruling Elder Dave Henry and Clerk David Dreydoppel volunteered to assist with communion on Sunday June 7, 

2026. 

 RE Dave Henry will be providing snacks for the June Session Meeting. 

 Written and verbal reports were received from Ministry Teams. 



 The Pastor reported that a thanks and send off for Nicole is being planned. The current sermon series is being 
extended and Nicole will be giving a sermon prior to her last Sunday, which will be July 19th. A brief update on the 

survey about the Narthex Ministry was provided. 

 The Hospitality & Fellowship Ministry Team reports that plans for the Gospel Lab meals is underway. 

 Ruling Elder Brian Sunderland gave a report on the events and actions of the recent Presbytery Meeting in Portland, 

OR. 

 The Stewardship & Finance Ministry Team provided a written report which outlined the current financial state of the 

church. Planning for the 2027 Budget will begin at the June Session Meeting. 

 The Facilities Ministry Team requested a motion related to upgrading door hardware to improve function and 
security. It was moved and passed to Spend up to $7,000 to purchase door hardware, to be installed by the Facilities 

Team. The funds will be drawn from the Facilities Repair Budget. 

 The meeting was adjourned by the Moderator at 8:58pm and RE Brian Sunderland led the closing prayer. 

 The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on June 30, 2026 at 6:00 pm, in the Church Conference Room. 






