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~~ From the Pastor ~~

What a Friend We Have In Jesus

There is a perceived danger in tuming Authority
Figures into friends. Historically, in the military and
other strictly hierarchical organizations, officers
were discouraged from "fratemizing" with the lower
ranks and princes and rulers were told never to be
caught in public with the commoners.

What does it mean, then, to call Jesus our
Messiah, our Teacher, our Lord and God, but also
our brother and our friend?

As we have traveled with Jesus through the
Gospel of Mark this season, we have seen how, in
almost every chapter, Jesus defies our
expectations. He humbles Himself and is baptized
by John. He loves strangers, lifts up people that
have been cast aside and labeled sinners by the
authorities, not only healing them but also honoring them and praising their faith. Over and over again, Jesus doesn't just proclaim His
Gospel message or fix someone's problem, He steps into their lives, sees them, knows them, loves them, and saves them.

Jesus is not just an authority figure. He is THE authority figure. He is God and Lord of us and all creation. But this authority is not a cold
and distant executive order nor an iron-fisted threat of force. It is the authority of the One who made us, who loves us, and who wants us
to have the best possible life in His Kingdom, here and now, and for all etemity.

His authority is unquestionable, and because He trusted in The Father who sent Him, who loves Him, and who continually (at Jesus'
Baptism, Transfiguration, etc) encourages us to listen to Him. The Father trusts in Jesus and Jesus trusts in the Father. Jesus is secure
in His authority. Without the insecurity that plagues so many of our earthly rulers, Jesus has no problem trusting and obeying the will of
The Father. He happily declares that "The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve." He sits down with us sinners and laughs,
sings, and dances with us. He listens, weeps, and moums with us.

Our Lord does not use his "Lordship" to lord over us, as the Gentiles do. When we trust in Jesus and receive Him in faith as both friend
and Lord, we begin to see the flimsy walls of sinful ways collapse around us.

How will you receive Jesus this Lenten season? As brother? As Lord? As both?

How does the model of Jesus' authority change the way you see your responsibilities and authority over others?

~~Pastor David
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Nytes from Nieale

First Pres Families,
We've wrapped Mardi Cras and we're in Lent! What a glorious time to return our focus
back to the cross: Jesus, our obsession.

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine.” Exodus 19:5

The prayer for NextGen as we continue in fellowship is for students to have a desire to
actively engage their faith and be inspired to pursue a closer relationship with Jesus. That
prayer is applied to all three divisions of NextGen: High School, College, Career.

Career shout-out to Jenna Dreydoppel! Jenna just completed another full musical ‘Les
Miserable” where she accomplished the ever challenging feat of getting 20+ high school
boys to sing together, on pitch, in one place. Bravo Jennal What a fantastic show. You are
demonstrating the light of Christ to your students and it SHOWS.

Spring Break is in the next few days and we'll uphold the tradition of leaving the Studio
open for any students who want to come to the Studio to use it as a hang-out. Snacks,

jack box, board games, and the like will be available. Text me or call me to let me know
when you need in the Studio. (205) 914 - 6281

As always - it is a privielge and honor to serve you. See you in big church on Sunday!
For the Good and Cod,
-Nicole

Mireh  enlondnr
« Sunday Service: Pray in the Narthex with Dan and

Amber before worship on Sunday
. High School - every Sunday @ 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
. College - Dinner & Bible Study @ Nicole's every
Friday @ 7:00
« Career - Fellowship Dinner once a month
. SPRING BREAK - Studio open daily for Students
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What follows is a short summary of the discussions and actions of the Session,
at the February 17, 2026 Stated Session Meeting, which began at 6:05 pm in the
Church Conference Room. The minutes of the meeting will contain a more
complete record.

The Meeting was opened with a Devotion and Prayer.
Elders spent time in prayer. After making prayer requests known, Elders prayed for those needs.

The vital statistics from January 21 st to February 17 th and the minutes of the January 20 th Stated
Session Meeting; February 15 th Called Session Meeting, and February 15 th Congregational and
Corporate Semi-Annual Meeting were reviewed and approved.

Correspondence was received from Mission &amp; Outreach Chair Maggie Demers about a review
of the committee goals. Also, a letter of resignation was received from Ruling Elder Sarah Albert.

A financial summary was received from Church Treasurer Mikki Holt, who was in attendance to
answer any questions, and Ruling Elder (RE) Paul Reichardt, chair of the Stewardship and Finance
Team. It was requested that committee chairs be sure to review their monthly reports prior to the
meeting. Session began a discussion on the possibility of RE Brian Sunderland taking on the role of
Treasurer in addition to Session duties. Current Treasurer Mikki Holt will remain in the position
until June 2026.

Church membership decreased by one to 152 as of February 17, 2026. The average weekly church
attendance increased by one over the last month to 131 per service. Average weekly attendance
for 2026 year-to-date is 122.

Feedback on the 2026 Budget received during the recent Congregational Meeting was discussed by
Session:

» Session members were asked to prayerfully consider increasing personal giving, as
best as able, to provide an example, and call other church leaders and the
congregation to follow suit.

e Session will commit to provide Quarterly Financial Updates to the congregation.
e Session is committed to provide increased and thorough communications.

A motion from the Finance &amp; Stewardship Committee was brought to Session, and was
passed:

Motion: Paul Reichardt is authorized to contract for 1 st Pres with Giraffe Financial for
preparation of an application for a federal rebate on the cost of the recent solar
installation. The cost of the contract will not exceed $7,500, payable only upon the
receipt of rebate funds.

Session approved the plan that, “On the condition that he is removed as a signer on church checks
and accounts, and have no control of church funds or securities”. Session feels that as long as
those conditions are observed, there is no conflict for a Ruling Elder to also hold the office of
Treasurer.

Ruling Elders Keith Nore and Clerk Dave Dreydoppel volunteered to assist with Communion service
on March 1, 2026.



Pastor David and Dave Dreydoppel presented a report on actions and decisions made at the recent
Presbytery Meeting in Gig Harbor, WA at Chapel Hill EPC .

The Finance &amp; Stewardship Committee provided a form to be used when initiating a new
Designated Fund which outlines the committee and committee chair responsible for oversight.

Written and verbal reports were received from Ministry Teams.
The meeting was adjourned by the Moderator and he led the closing prayer.

The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on March 17, 2026 at 6:00 pm, in the Church
Conference Room.

GIVE ONLINE
https://pushpay.com/g/fairbanksfirstpres

WAYS TO GIVE GIVE ON YOUR PHONE

At First Pres Text GIVE to 833-245-4294 or scan the QR code

J

GIVE IN PERSON
Place your envelope in the offering
plate as it passes by.

First Pres is in the process of consolidating!

Currently we use several different computer programs and services to
process donations and offerings, keep track of addresses and phone
numbers, produce mass emails, and so on. We are moving many of
these functions, and a few others besides, into PushPay.

Over the next few weeks we are going to be migrating data and getting
everything merged and working together.

One of the first steps is moving reoccurring donations away from VANCO
and into PushPay. If you have set up a reoccurring donation, it will need

to be cancelled out in VANCO and set up in PushPay. The QR code above
and/or the link on the church website will take you to PushPay. Below is
the old QR code linking to VANCO. If you need or want help making this

transition, please feel free to contact the church office
and talk to Noreen.

PushPay is up and running, so you can set up your
online donation account at any time. We will be

closing down VANCO in a few weeks, so please
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consider making the move soon!

Thank You! Online Giving



We would appreciate donations of easy
to eat breakfast foods, like muffins or
.. bread, to pass out to people in need

. ‘ . during the Sunday morning church

& service. Food can be left in the fellowship
= halllbasement kitchen, labeled “Sunday
Morning Warming Food”

The Well needs your old
clothes! We're out of warm pants,
preferably sweatpants and snow

pants, and non-cotton winter
socks. We can always use winter
clothing donations like boots,
jackets, hats, mittens/gloves, and =
gators. We've got plenty of shirts but warm layers like hoodies/sweatshirts are also
really helpful. Thanks for your help keeping people warm at these cold temps!

Come Celebrate Easter with Us!
Sunday, April 5th
Easter Brunch at 9am

Worship Service at 10am
First Presbyterian Church, 547 7™ Ave






