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Let's Welcome Our New Members! 
 
Sunday worship on April 12th was a BIG DAY! There are no Post-Easter lulls here at First Pres, that is for 
sure. In the midst of all the excitement of celebrating our Lord's resurrection and enjoying a Next Gen-led 
worship team, I made a mistake when I welcomed all of our new members to come forward. Please forgive my 
error and help me welcome all of our new members! 
 
Steven, Julie, Eleanor, Henry, Lucy, and Patty Lynn Hurtle 
Jeremy, Emily, Keila, and Kieran Boynton  
Eric, Ariena, Callie, Luke, Torrin, Lienna, and Felicity Jensen 
Scott, Kendi, and Tye Adams 
Karen Fritsche 
Viletta Knight 
Noelle Lyle 
 
I am so excited to welcome you all into full membership of this congregation and see how God draws you 
deeper into His love in the coming days! 
 
I know we have a few more folks who have taken the New Members Class but have yet to meet with the 
Elders and join the congregation and I have spoken with several other individuals who expressed interest in 
taking the New Members Class. If you are in one of these categories, or you just have questions about deeper 
participation in the life of our congregation, please do not hesitate to reach out to me! Your Pastor and your 
Elders are here for you, and we love to celebrate every milestone in your life and in the life of this church! 
               
                 ~~Pastor David 

~~ From the Pastor ~~ 







Birthdays 

Barb and Keith Nore  

May 26th 

1 Stephanie Brewer 

5 Ed Washburn 

13 Ashley Morris 

14 Charles Gray 

15 Nathanael Hull 

16 Alaska Schaefer 

17 William VanHarper 

19 Christine Lundberg 

19 Caden Davis 

22 Harrison Riggs 

25 Logan Foster 

27 Brandon VanHatten 

28 Denise Wallace 

M
ay

 
Happy 

Anniversary! 



What follows is a short summary of the discussions and actions of the 

Session, at the April 21, 2026 Stated Session Meeting, which began at 6:01 

pm in the Church Conference Room. The minutes of the meeting will 

contain a more complete record. 

 

 The Meeting was opened with a Devotion and Prayer. 

 A written financial summary was received from Church Treasurer Mikki Holt. Mikki was in attendance 

to provide information and answer any questions. Year to date receipts have been $198,311 and year 

to date expenses paid are $146,767, resulting in an approximately $51,543 surplus. Several larger than 

expected gifts have been made. 

 Elders spent time in prayer. After making prayer requests known, Elders prayed for those needs. 

 The vital statistics from March 18th to April 21st and the minutes of the March 17th Stated Session 

Meeting, March 29th Special Session Meeting, and April 12th Special Session Meeting were reviewed and 

approved. There were no email votes were conducted over the last month. 

 Church membership increased from 152 as of March 17th to 161 with the reception of 9 new members. 

The average weekly church attendance increased over the last month to 143 per service. Average 

weekly attendance for 2026 year-to-date is 173, as the result of the Easter Sunday Morning Service. 

 Correspondence was received from Ruling Elder Keith Nore. Keith presented a letter about the Narthex 

Ministry. 

 Session discussed a possible policy for the attendance of Known Offenders. It was determined that this 

topic would be folded into the current policy process on Sexual Misconduct being conducted by Grace 

Ministries. 

 A motion from the Finance &amp; Stewardship Committee was brought to Session, was discussed and 

was passed: 

MOTION: The Stewardship and Finance Committee moves that the 1st  Presbyterian 2026 Budget be 

amended by: 1) increasing the Other Income line in the Income section from $5945 to $16,045; and 

2) increasing the budgeted amount in the Personnel Training line in the Other Personnel Budget 

section from $1500 to $7500. 

 RE Brian Sunderland was elected as a Commissioner to the May Presbytery Meeting, May 8-9th at 

Sunset Presbyterian in Portland Oregon. 

 RE Brian Sunderland was also elected as a Commissiner to the 2026 General Assembly Meeting, June 

15th to 18th , at Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church in Englewood, Colorado. 

 Ruling Elders Paul Reichardt and Charles Beaudreault volunteered to assist with communion on Sunday 

May 3, 2026. 

 RE Charles Beaudreault will be providing snacks for the May Session Meeting and RE Dave Henry for the 

June Meeting. 



 Written and verbal reports were received from Ministry Teams. 

 The Pastor reported that he has officiated a one funeral, has had several pastor counseling sessions 

and pastoral visitations, and planning for the summer Gospel Lab continues. 

 The Administration Team reports that the policy process by Grace Ministries is underway. 

 The Children’s Ministry Team has asked to clarify who will sign-off on fiscal paperwork related to 

Christian Formations activities. It was moved and passed that RE Brian Rozell would sign-off for Adult 

Education and Special Ministries and that RE Paul Reichardt would sign-off for NextGen and Children’s 

Ministries. 

 The Facilities Ministry Team reported that the solar panels are producing an increased amount of our 

electrical needs with the extending sunlight. There are several mission work teams coming to Fairbanks 

this summer, and are looking for suggestions for mission projects. Work on increasing the security of 

the facilities door locks is in progress. 

 NextGen Ministries Team reports that the Confirmation Class is in progress and almost completed. 

There will be 6 to 7 confirmands to be examined by Session. It was moved, seconded and passed that a 

Special Session Meeting would take place on May 3, 2026 at 5pm to conduct the examination and that 

they would be welcomed into membership on May 10, 2026 at the morning worship service. 

 The meeting was adjourned by the Moderator at 9:00 pm and RE Brian Rozell led the closing prayer. 

 The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on May 19, 2026 at 6:00 pm, in the Church Conference 

Room. 

PROPOSED REALLOCATION OF THE  

SEMINARY EXPENSE RESERVE FUND 

Some years ago, Session created the Seminary Expense Reserve Fund (SERF) as an opportunity for 

members of the 1st Pres congregation to financially assist our then Youth Director, David McConnell-

Booher, with his seminary expenses. Funds left over after David completed seminary have been held in 

the account with the explicit intent of providing similar support to other individuals who are connected 

with 1st Pres and are enrolled in seminary studies. 

In the years since David graduated, there have been no inquiries about financial support from the fund. 

Consequently, the Stewardship and Finance Committee is considering a recommendation to Session that 

the SERF be dissolved and the remaining funds ($3951.44) be transferred to the principal of the 

Schlotfeldt Scholarship Fund, which generates interest to provide scholarships to 1st Pres-affiliated 

college students. However, the Committee recognizes that the possibility of reappropriation of funds 

was not part of the agreement under which individuals contributed to the establishment of the SERF. 

Therefore, as part of the process and as an acknowledgement of the importance of following donor 

intent, the Committee asks that any individual who contributed to the Seminary Expense Reserve 

Fund and has questions or reservations about the proposed reallocation contact Paul Reichardt 

(paulreichardtak@gmail.com or 907-347-3214), the Chair of the Stewardship and Finance Committee 

by May 8. 




