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Fairbanks First Presbyterian 
Church 

547 7th Avenue 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 

Office:  907-452-2406 

Our VISION is to see the world transformed to love, worship and serve Christ. 

We do this through our MISSION, which is to welcome all people, equip them for a deep 
and living faith in Jesus Christ, and send them into the world to share God’s love. 

November Birthdays 
 1 Sophie Strong 

 1 Caxton Marney 

 5 Marta DeLeon 

 5 Brian Albert 

 5 Jack Morris 

 5 Sue Ault 

 7 Dave Dreydoppel 

 9 Joanna Jagow 

 13 Jason Huffaker 

 13 Johanna Coester 

 15 Ridge Demers 

 20 Katrina Hummel 

 21 Deanna Morris 

 21 Pam Hennessey 

 22 Vincent Eldridge 

 22 Dawn Curtis 

 23 Bonnie Johnson 

 23 Don Marsh 

 24 Owen Bunch 

    24    Daniel Griggs 

    24    Henry Repasky 

    28    Kathi Stevens 
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Meet Steve and Ashley Dykstra, and their kids Steven Oak (age 

6) and Eve (age 4). They first came to Fairbanks in the summer 

of 2023 and are enjoying the opportunity to explore our wide-

open spaces. Ashley works part-time for a missions organiza-

tion called Horizons International supporting the emotional, 

spiritual and relational health of missionaries. Steve is a profes-

sor at UAF who studies oceanography and hydrology. His work 

is focused on coastal flooding and erosion. In their free time, 

they enjoy hiking camping, playing board games and more re-

cently skiing. You may not know they lived on an island in the 

Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Alabama for 6 years (Dauphin Island) while Steve did his doctorate studies. Both 

Steve and Ashley love learning about different cultures and have traveled to many different countries for fun and 

for ministry work. They have been members of First Pres for about a year. Ashley serves our FPC family as a wor-

ship leader, Steve makes coffee, and together they host a home Bible study group. One thing they really value 

about our FPC family is the diverse community of people coming from many different walks of life. Be sure to 

reach out and say hi when you see them!  

Meet Emma Snell!  
 
She has been in Fairbanks since November 2022 and works as a 
field artillery officer in the US Army. Hometown? Emma is a self-
described Army Brat and hasn’t lived anywhere long. She loves 
Fairbanks for the new adventures it offers; hiking and reading are 
two favorite activities. Emma is a seasoned traveler: she's visited 
38 states, 34 countries, and 5 continents!  
Emma has been attending First Pres since she moved here, but 
became a member this summer when she volunteered to join 
Session. She serves with the Young Adult Ministry, as a Narthex 

monitor, sometimes as an usher or greeter, and, most recently as the Elder of Christian Formation. She loves the 
way that the people of FPC give their long-term commitment and investment to this church. Reach out and say hel-
lo to Emma! 

 
 

Getting to Know You—Part of the role of the Deacons is to help new members get con-

nected, and to encourage all members to get to know each other better. In order to do that, your 
Deacons have decided to feature different households in our church family by sharing a little bit of 
information about them, so we can all learn a little more about each other. This month we are fea-
turing The Dykstra family and Emma Snell. If you and your family are interested in being featured 
now, or on a particular month, please let one of our Deacons know. We are looking forward to 
getting to know you all a little bit better!  

Meet the Dykstra Family! 



Stewardship is a word that can be a bit fuzzy in our own personal dictionary today. For people 
who have spent a great deal of time in churches like First Pres, we know that it is often under-
stood as shorthand for "church budget and giving money," though there is more to it than that. 
For folks outside our church tradition, stewardship is even fuzzier: maybe they think about Den-
ethor from the Lord of the Rings: an old man who has inherited the responsibility of ruling an 
embattled kingdom but has never enjoyed any of the glory that comes with being true royalty; 
or maybe they think about stockbrokers who handle millions or billions of dollars in wealth that 
does not belong to them, but they are trusted with this wealth all the same.  
 
 
All of these examples 
are fuzzy parts of the 
larger reality. The real-
ity is that "The earth is 
The Lord's, and all that 
is in it." [Psalm 24:1]. 
There is no corner of 
the planets, stars and 
galaxies, no cell within 
our own bodies, no 
area of our life that 
does not have its 
origin in God. 
 
 
Stewardship means 
living under two fun-
damental truths: 
 
1) God is the Source 

of and Sovereign 
over all of creation. 

2) Because of Jesus Christ, we are stewards of this world.  
 
We trust God, and God trusts us. We trust God to abide with us, encourage us, and continue to 
sanctify us by the Holy Spirit as we seek His will in our lives. God trusts us with His creation, His 
church, and His resources: the natural world around us, our families, our neighbors, our gifts and 
talents, even the money in our accounts are entrusted to us by God.  
 
God loves us enough to trust us, and God trusts us to lovingly care for the people, creatures, 
and things in our lives.  
 
So whether you are filling out your 2025 pledge card for First Presbyterian Church, feeding your 
pets tonight, or using your gifts to make something new: REJOICE! Rejoice that God loves you 
enough to trust you, and trusts with the greatest treasures we have in life. How will you cultivate 
and share such treasure? 
 
             ~Pastor David 
 

~~ From the Pastor ~~ 










