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1 Adam Benson 

1 Micah Rozell 

2 Brenda Satterberg 

2 Ray Karns 

3 Leah Mackey 

5 Michelle Harpole 

9 Carol Gray 

11 Adam Kohl 

13 David Henry 

15 Lynn Hull 

16 Bunnie Boykin 

17 Norah Kohl 

21 Oki Albrecht 

21 Jenna Dreydoppel 

21 Linda Wells 

24 Marcus Cogley 

24 Luke Sunderland 

27 Bill Brewer 

29 Glenn Brummond 

29 Emily Kohl 

29       Avriel Hoak 

31 George Repasky 

Happy Birthday! 

LIFE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays, 6:30-8:30pm, with a meal 

First Presbyterian Church 

Library (upstairs) 

For additional information, please contact 
Paul or Terry at 907-455-6703 

Everyone is Welcome! 

All are invited to prayer time each 
Tuesday in the sanctuary.  This is 
a time for us to intercede for our 
world, nation, community, and 
our church family and friends. 

First Presbyterian Church | 547 7th Avenue | Fairbanks, AK 99701 | 907-452-2406 (office) | 907-452-7205 (fax) 



 

 

 

 
 

 Pastor’s Appreciation 

Enjoy Blessing Them! 

Did you know that ever since 1992, October has been designated  Pastor 
Appreciation Month?  The 2nd  Sunday of the month, (October 8th, this 
year) is officially Pastor Appreciation Sunday. These are times that 
have been set aside to thank and honor pastors. Since we here at First 
Presbyterian Church Fairbanks have been so blessed these past four 
months to have Pastor David McConnell-Booher as our new pastor, we 
want to encourage everyone at FPC to find ways this October to let  
Pastor David know how thankful we are for him. 

Choose to bless Pastor David in any way that God leads you…..but if 
you need some ideas, here are just a few suggestions: pray for him and 
let him know you are praying, write a heart-felt note or send a card, 
verbally      express your gratitude, take him out for lunch or coffee,   
invite him to your home, give a gift card to one of his favorite stores or 
restaurants, make a special dessert or treat, offer to help or serve in 
whatever way would be helpful to him, etc. 

Our pastor’s wife, Brenna, is a wonderful gift to him and to us! To bless 
her, will be a great way of honoring him, too! So, let’s think of ways to 
show thanks to Brenna in combination with our expressions of grati-
tude to Pastor David. 

FYI: Pastor David will be gone Oct. 3-6, attending a pastor’s retreat and 

Presbytery. He will also be away on a brief trip Oct. 26-30, so he won’t 

be available to connect with at the church office on those days, however, 

there will be lots of other days this month to shower him and Brenna 

with extra love and appreciation!    

FPC Personnel Committee 



 

 Moderator McConnell-Booher presented a devotion based on Matthew 11:25. Moderator 
McConnell-Booher then opened the meeting with prayer. 

 The meeting began with an Information Technology workshop presented by Jim Williams. New 
ways of managing church communications and file storage were presented, and elders began   
experimenting with the new methods. 

 Elders spent time in prayer. After making prayer requests known, elders prayed for those needs. 

 Those in attendance recited the Vision and Mission Statements. 

 The agenda was approved as amended. 

 Minutes from the last Stated Session meeting and vital statistics from the last month were re-
viewed and approved as presented. 

 No correspondence was received. 

 It was moved, seconded and passed to approve Consent Calendar item, which included the      
approval of the Deacons July 25, 2023 meeting minutes, and approval of leave for Pastor David 
on September 21, 2023 and from October 27 to October 31, 2023. 

 A written financial report was received from the church treasurer, Mikki Holt. 

 Commissioners for the upcoming fall Presbytery Meeting were elected. Presbytery is from      
October 5, 2023 to October 7, 2023 in Jacksonville, OR. 

 Session is in the midst of a discussion on how to implement ways to optimize seating in the  
sanctuary. 

 The first reading of the 2024 Budget was conducted. 

 The development of church policies on requests for personal use of the church website and   
electronic updates (mailchimp) were discussed. At this time the practice for handling such       
requests will be to refer them to the Pastor for a final decision. 

 It was moved, seconded and passed to allow Adventures in Mission to use FPC facilities next 
summer, from July 25th to August 5th. 

                    (continued on next page) 

What follows is a short summary of the decisions and actions of the Session, at 
the September 19, 2023 Stated Session Meeting, which began at 6:00 pm in the 
Church Conference Room. The minutes of the meeting will contain a more 
complete record 

SESSION 



 It was moved, seconded and passed to authorize the Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team to 
restructure FPC’s bank accounts in a way that will maximize earned interest and services      
provided. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to add $1,000 to the 2023 Budget for the purpose of  
bringing a candidate to Fairbanks for an in-person, late stage interview. 

 There was no update on REBOOT, the church revitalization program. 

 · Written and verbal Ministry Team Reports were received. 

 · The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator, with prayer at 9:40 pm. 

 The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on October 17, 2023 at 6:00 pm, in the Church  
      Conference Room 

 

 



Monthly Prayer Calendar 
Created by Joanne Klaver 

If you would like a copy mailed to you, please contact the front office 







We will be starting the month of October 

with a nine week sermon series on the Nine 

Beatitudes that Jesus teaches as a          

bombastic introduction to what is known as 

“The Sermon On The Mount.” Many of 

these nine “Blessed Are…” declarations 

were provocative for Jesus to teach at the 

time, and continue to provoke us in our    

culture today. Jesus challenges us to        

consider what it truly means to be blessed; 

to be happy, to be successful, to carry divine 

favor the way we carry our keys in our   

pocket. 

 

While all but the heartiest of your garden’s 

vegetables will already be harvested by the 

time you read this newsletter, we are still in 

the midst of the traditional harvest season 

for the northern hemisphere. Oktoberfest, 

fall festivals, pumpkin patches, these all 

speak to a season when we gather up that 

which has grown all summer, count our   

harvest, and prepare for winter. 

 

Of course, many of us did not grow one 

green tomato this summer. Most of us swing 

by the grocery store on the way home if 

there is something we need for dinner that 

night or breakfast the following day. All the 

same, why not take this seasonal moment, 

this annual prompting, as an invitation to 

count our blessings? How have we been 

blessed by God in the last year? As               

individuals? Families? As First Presbyterian 

Church? How can we be sure to enjoy these 

God-given blessings and never take them for 

granted? How can we ensure that such  

blessings are never wasted, but are instead 

put to good use? How we can we respond to 

God’s abundant grace 

and mercy with joy for 

today and bright hope 

for tomorrow? 

 

All of this starts by 

counting our blessings. 

Pastor David ~~  

 

Counting Our Blessings 





  

WHAT ARE ANGEL GIFTS? 

WHAT IS THE BLESSING TREE? 

Happy October  
First Presbyterian Church!  

 
Blessings to all of you from your faithful 
“Sneakin’ Deacons!” We bless people with    
ANGEL Gifts ALL YEAR LONG. 

It is time to think about our First Presbyterian 
Church Blessing Tree. What is the Blessing 
Tree? What are Angel Gifts? Who decides who 
will receive blessings from our congregation in 
the form of angel gifts? What type of gifts are 
requested or needed from our church family? 

During the season of Advent, the Blessing Tree 
is a way that our church family members give 
back and “pay it forward” to those who are 
struggling in different ways. Your deacons are 
the ones who organize this project, identify   
possible recipients each year, and the deacons 
will make the deliveries to the recipients on or 
around the 18th of December. 

Many families and individuals struggle with  
paying their electric bill, fuel bill, medical bills, 
food bill, and providing the basic needs for their 
families. Our church family tries to assist those 
in need by making a monetary donation or   
product donation to contribute to those angel   
recipients. Each year we have a need for cash 
donations to support these difficult bills. We    
also request home baked goods to share with  
our families and individuals. 

We need your help in identifying members of 
our congregation that may be in need this year. 
Your suggestion of families or individuals can  
be made anonymously to the church office by 

phone call to Marta; by placing the request in the 
offering plate at the Sunday service; and by   
contacting one of the deacons, elders, or staff 
members in person or by phone or email. We 
would like to have this list of recipients created 
by the second week of November so we can   
better prepare our paper “Angels” that will go on 
the Blessing Trees. 

The Blessing Trees will be erected in the       
Narthex, hopefully the week of November 19th, 
just outside of the sanctuary, and filled with tiny 
paper angels that have specific requests of needs 
printed on them. As congregation members feel 
moved, they will select “paper angel requests” 
and then donate the requested needs on each   
paper angel and bring it to church not later than 
December 17th. Donations may be dropped off 
at the church office or given to any deacon,     
elder, or pastor during the Sunday service. 

Angel gifts need to be at First Presbyterian 
Church not later than December 17th or 18th so 
that the deacons can prepare each delivery. 

Thank you to all congregation members and our 
church family for continuing to support this    
important outreach mission of First Presbyterian 
Church. 

Melissa Prince, Moderator 
First Presbyterian Church Deacons 
 

 
 


